Auh Hing Xa Bidn guyén Tac: KIM DUNG

HOI THU TU

cuOC HOP MAT NOI TUY TIEN LAU

o ay gid Nhan-Liét vo tinh gap lai Khuu-XG-Ca noi tlu diém, lam
sao chang khdi sg sét.

Nhung Khuu-X(i-Co nao cé biét mat chang. Vi biia ban tén dai
ndao Nguu gia thon, Ilic méi nhap cudc, Nhan-Liét da bi thuong ngay, I€t
dén ndm ndi c6 md roi.

Khuu-Xi-Co hoan toan khong dé y dén Nhan-Liét, chi trd chuyén Vi
Tiéu-Moc dai su va bay vi quéi khach Giang-Nam ma thoéi. Cé 1é dinh ménh
danh cho cac cudc gap g& vé sau chang ?

Mot IUc sau, khong thay Khuu-XGi-Ca nhan ra minh, Nhan-Liét méi b6t
sgd hai, dua mat nhan xét céi vac déng cuc I6n ma Xi-Cd viia xach dén.

Cai vac nay bang déng den dé trong ¢ miéu, dung dung tro tan va biéu
duong cho dan lang thdy cai uy nghi ma bai I&. M&i chan vac nang tdi ba,
bén tram can. Thé ma Xi-Ca xach vac trong nhe nhang nhu bung mot bat
rugu ciing du biét stic manh clia X(i-Ca dén bac nao roi.

Chan clia Khuu-Xi-Co budc dén dau thi san 1au lay chuyén, ran rac dén
dd, mac du san lau lam rat kién c¢6. Bong «rAm» mot cai, mot td&m van bi
gay. Théi thi c& ch( quan Ian tiéu b&o ré I&n mdt Iugt, chen nhau chay ra
dudng tranh nan séap lau.

Tiéu-Méc dai su mat lanh nhu tién, tram tinh noi véi Khuu-XG-Co:

—Nay dao huynh da tudng tinh d&n day, ban tang xin gidi thieu dé dao
huynh nhan rd mat Giang-Nam that quai ma ban tang da co dip néi dén
cung dao huynh.

Khuu-Xi-Cao khiém ton noi:

—VUa réi ban dao dén chua Bliu-Sat, hoi tham dugc su phu trong chla
cho biét la dai su c6 dan ban dao dén gap nhau tai Tay-Tién-Lau. Ban dao
tién doan dai su thé nao cling mdi «That quai Giang-Nam» dé ti€p ban
dao, 16i du doan &y qua chang sai.
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Khuu-XG-Co viia noi dut cau thi Tiéu-Moc dai su da huéng vé «Théat
quai» ma gidi thiéu:

—Thua chu vi, day la dao truéng Trudng-Xuan Khuu-Xi-Ca, ngudi ma
chu vi da nghe danh tu lau.

Poan dai su lai quay vé phia Khuu-Xi-Cd, chi ngudi mu trong That quai,
noi:

—Vi ndy diing dau Théat quai, c6 tudc hiéu 1a Phi-thién-bién-blic Kha-
Tran-Ac (con daoi bay trén trdi).

K& do, dai su ti€p tuc gi6i thiéu sudt mot lugt. Méi 1an gidi thiéu nhu thé
hai bén lai cui dau chao nhau rat lich su.

Nhan-Liét khéng dam nhin thAng mét ho, chi Idng tai nghe trém va ghi
ky hiéu cla ting ngudi mot.

Ngudi thé nhi ma vi dai su gidi thiéu ti€p la anh chang c6 dang thu sinh,
cO cay quat phat gidy dau tén Chu-Thong, biét hiéu la «Diéu-thd-thu-sinh»
(hoc tro khéo tay).

K& dén hang thi ba la anh chang cé con hoang ma, ngudi lun tit dé tén
la Han-Blu-Cau, cé biét hiéu la Ma-vuong-than (cdi ngua nhu than).

Hang thid tu 1a anh chang ganh cli cuc mich, tén Nam-Hi-Nhan biét hiéu
la Nam-san-tiéu-td (ti€éu phu ndi Nam son).

Blng hang thi nam la anh chang tay chan tho bi va cao I6n, c6 vé nhu
dé té tén goi Truong-A-Sanh, biét hiéu Ti€u-di-da (Phat cudi tuai).

Ngudi cam céan, than hinh nhé bé thi vao hang thi sau tén Toan-Kim-
Phat c6 tuc hiéu 1a Nao-thi-hiép-an (hiép khach &n vao than chag).

bung chét la c6 gai ngu nii, than hinh thon thon, mat tuci nhu hoa, tén la
Han-Tiéu-Oanh, cé biét hiéu Ia Viét-nii-kiEm (nii kiEm khach nudc Viét).

Khi Tiéu-Mdc dai su gidi thiéu xong thi Khuu-Xi-Co dua tay nhdc bdng
cai vac dong day rugu Ién, tuyét nhién khong chut nang nhoc. C6 may
ngudi hi€u ky trong s6 dan chung thay vé su nhay phéc 1én lau cao nhom
vao. Béng Kha-Tran-Ac noéi:
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—Bon bay anh chi em chung t6i da tiing nghe Khuu dao trudng tai nghé
bao trum thién ha. Nay chung t6i mdi dao trudng dén day chang phai la
khéng duyén cé. Vi co su hi€u Iam gilia dai su va dao trudng, nén anh em
chuing t6i t6i xin dao truéng bd ca hiém nghi di cho. Dau la hai dao, nhung
cling 1a ké tu hanh, hon niia vé dudng vd nghé, ching ta can trong nhau.
Thé nao ? Xin dao trudng vui Iong cho biét tén y.

Khuu-XU-Ca nhin Tiéu-Moc dai su, rdi mim cudi noi:

—Thua qui vi, ban dao cling Tiéu-Moc dai su trudc kia qua khong quen
biét. Va thuc tinh cling chang c6 thu oan gi nhau. Chi cé moét diéu ban dao
kh&n khodn xin dai su tha cho hai ngudi thi tic thi ban dao xin c&i tran, doi
gai dén trudc tam béo ta toi.

Kha-Tran-Ac néi:

—Trao lai hai ngudi nao ? Thua dao truéng ?

Khuu-Xi-Co té vé budn rau noi:

—Ban dao v&n ¢6 hai ngudi ban thiét, chadng may bi quan Téng vao hua
v4i gidc Kim sat hai. Hai ngudi ban x&u sé dé lai hai ngudi va géa khéng
nGi nuong tua. Thua Kha dai hiép, diing truéc mot su viéc nhu thé lam sao
ban dao khong can thiép ?

Kha-Tran-Ac néi:

—Pung vay | Qua that, nhu thé thi diing néi dén ban thiét, dau la ngudi
la, chling t6i diing vao dia vi dao truéng cling can du ngay. Do la mot viéc
lam dai nghia kia ma !

Khuu-Xu-Ca cugdi I&n noi:

—BG&i vay, ban dao chi xin Tiéu-Mdc dai su tha hai ngudi qua phu dang
thuong ay cho t6i, cang sém cang hay. Chd nén quyén ri lam chi.

Nghe Khuu-X@-Co noéi thé, chdng nhiing Tiéu-Moc dai su ma ca bay
ngudi trong that hiép déu kinh sg.

Nhan-Liét ngdi nghe 18y lam la, nghi bung: “Dung la han néi dén hai
ngudi vg clia Dudng va Quéch rdi chi con ai vao nia.”
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Tiéu-Mdc dai su x&du hd vé cung, mat may bién séc, I&p badp mot luc
khéng ra IGi:

—Sao ngudi.. dam noi.. dat diéu nhu vay ?

Khuu-Xu-Cao gian di quat I6n:

—Nha ngudi cling ddm mang danh anh hung nghia hiép dé lam chuyén
toi tan ma con choi u ?

DGt 181 Khuu-XU-Co ngodc tay phai mot cai, ném ludn chiéc vac déng
day rugu, nang c6 hon ba bon tram can bay véo dén dau Tiéu-Moc dai su.
Mot s6 déng dan ching leo 1au xem déu mat via, tut voi xuéng xé nhau bo
chay.

Truong-A-Sanh cé biét hiéu la Tiéu-di-da, la ngudi khde manh nhat
trong dam Giang-Nam that quai nghi rang: “Vac dong tuy nang nhung ta co
thé thlia stic ma b&t dugc.” B&i vay khi Khuu-Xi-Co quang vac ddng danh
Tiéu-Moc, A-Sanh voi ti€n 1én mdt budce, van ndi cdng vao hai bap tay, doi
cho vac dong rét xudng, anh ta dua tay lam nhu chiéc quai chao, vac déng
rét gilia hai canh tay sat clia A-Sanh khéng hé rgi mdt chdat rugu ra ngoai.

Cling vi dung slic qua nhiéu, chan phai A-Sanh quéa nang, dap thing
mot mi€éng van lau kéu mot ti€ng «rac». Nhiing ngudi & bén duéi sg hai la
ram |én. Trong lic dé ASanh cudn canh tay theo thé «Thoi song téng
nguyét» gié vac dong ném tra vé phia Khuu-Xu-Ca.

Khuu-X(-Cd binh tinh nhu thudng dua tay 1én d3 1ay vac dong, néi:
—Tiéng dén Giang-Nam that quai thuc chéng sai.
DPoan Khuu-Xu-Cad cau may nhin Tiéu-Mbc dai su, noi:

—Mi gidu hai ngugi dan ba doé 6 dau, néu phen nay mi van khong chiu
trao tra, ta thé sé réc xuong mi doét ra thanh than va dét chua Phap-Hoa
thanh tro bui.

Chu-Thong, anh chang thu sinh dé, dap cay quat vao bung mot tiéng
«phach» va noi:

—Tiéu-Mdc dai su la cao ting dai diic, dau c6 thé lam chuyén v si nhu
th&. C6 1& dao trudng da nghe I5i k& tiéu nhan nao dinh bdi lo thanh danh
cla dai su chang ?
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Khuu-Xu-Cao gian di hét ludn:

—Chinh mét ban dao tréng thdy chd nao cé nghe 16i clia ké ti€u nhan
nao dau.

Ca bon Thét quai rat doi kinh ngac vé I8i néi nhat quyét ciia Xu-Co.
Tiéu-Moc dai su 1én tiéng:

—Ngudi sg uy danh clia Giang-Nam That quai ma lai boi lo thanh danh
ta.. Ngudi khong tin thi di hoi khdp Gia-Hung nay xem Tiéu-Mdc c6 bao gid
lam chuyén toi bai nhu thé khong ?

Khuu-XU-Cao cudi nhat néi:

—Pudc Idm ! Ngudi cay c6 ngudi cliu vién, I8y s6 ddng lam cliu canh, ta
nao c6 sg. Ta phai ké&t liéu mi ndi ngay hém nay, ta béao truéc cho mi biét.

Kha-Tran-Ac noi:

—DPao trudng budc Tiéu-Mdc dai su gidu gili hai ngudi dan ba, con dai
su thi bdo 1a khong. Co 1&é bon ta dong nhau dén tan chua Phap-Hoa xem
xét cho ro phai trai thi hon.

Kha-Tran-Ac viia dit ti€ng thi sdu ngudi trong bon déng thanh néi:
—Phai day ! Dai ca cé y kién rat hay.
Khuu-Xu-Ca noi:

—Khéam chua ma lam gi ? Ta da luc tat cad hang cung ngd hém & Phép-
Hoa van khéng thdy bdng mot ngudi nao. Tét hon, hoa thugng giao tra hai
ngudi doé lai la yén, khoi phai luc soat mat cong vo ich.

Chu-Thoéng noi:

—NE&u c6 thi xem hai ngudi dan ba ay la ngudi hay ma ma bién di dudc.
Khuu-Xi-Cag hoéi van Chu-Thong:

—NMi néi sao ?

Chu-Théng nhéc lai:

—Ta ndi, hai ngudi 4y néu co thi l1a ngudi hay |a ma ma bién di dugc.

Cé bon nghe néi phé Ién cudi.
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Khuu-XU-Ca bi&t ho cham bi€m minh, néi gian hét:

—Kha I&m ! Bon ngudi dinh dem ta ra lam trd cudi u ? Ca bon ngudai
ti€ng la Giang-Nam Thét quéi liéu c6 th& giup cho hoa thugng mai chang ?

Kha-Tran-Ac néi:

—Bon ta da lam va dang lam viéc gi déu c6 dan ching dat Giang-Nam
nay hiéu biét. Dau ti€ng tdm khéng to I&m, nhung khdng &i ché ching ta la
ké bat luong, ham séng sgd chét. Bon ta chang bao gid ddi tra hiép dap ai,
song nhat dinh khéng chiu dé ai déi tra hiép dap minh.

Khuu-Xu-Ca noi:

—Viéc riéng cla ta va hoa thugng ndy dé mac tinh ching ta xU tri. Ta
chang mudén cé ngudi ngoai xen vao. Thé nao ? Hoa thugng theo ta ra
ngoai chu ?

N6i xong Khuu-XU-Co tho tay ra ndm 18y cd tay Tiéu-Moc.

Tiéu-Moc tuy la vi su, song da tiing luyén uyén tham phép ndi cong cla
phai Phap-Hoa chan truyén, nén thdy Khuu-Xu-Co tho tay dinh bat tay
minh lién ha thdp tay xuéng tranh khéong cho Khuu-Xi-Co ndm dugc.

Anh chang lun Ma-vuong-than Han-Blu-Cau cé tanh ndong nay, thay hai
ngudi dong vo, ca gian noi Ién:

—Tai sao cac ngudi khong giai quyét bang 16i 1&...

Khuu-XU-Ca hbi:

—Han tam gia mudn gi ?

Blu cau dap Ién:

—Chlng ta rat tin tudng G tanh tinh va dao dic cla Tiéu-Mdbc dai su lau
nay. L&i néi clia ngudi khdng co gi bang ¢c6 ma budc tdi mai cho ké khac.
Mang danh la mot ké giang hé hiép khach sao lai vu oan cho mét k& chan
tu ?

Khuu-Xi-Cao I6n ti€ng noi:

—Ta da c6 thai do doi véi hoa thugng, con cac ngudi da cé chd truong
bénh vuc hoa thugng. Thé thi chiing ta ai ndy da nhat dinh roi chang ?

Giang-Nam That hiép déng thanh dap:
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—bung do..

Khuu-Xu-Ca noi:

—Thé& thi kha 1am ! Tién day ta xin dang bay vi méi ngudi mdt hép rugu,
phién qui vi chia tay ra don lay ma udng.

DUt 161 Khuu-XU-Co ha tay, cli minh xudng bung vac rugu udng trudc
mot ngum theo y «tién chl hau khach» réi quat I6n:

—Kinh mai.
Tlc thi chi€c vac nhdm thang Truong-A-Sanh bay dén.

A-Sanh nghi thAm: “Han ném vac cao qua, lam sao ma udng dugc ?”
Chang Ui lai hai budc, chia hai tay truéc bung ma chd. Kip khi vac déng
bay dén, A-Sanh khé dua tay ra truéc bung mét chat. Von 1a ngudi co stc
voc to I6n, bung phé, run to cé thé dut lot cai chén. A-Sanh van noi cbéng,
bao nhiéu sé thit bung cuén cudn ndi [&n gili chi€c vac déng nadm Ién gilia
bung, roi hai tay 6m chiéc vac nhu éch vb moi, chang cui dau xudng vac
rugu uéng moét hai khen:

—Rugu ngon I&m !

Doan chang dung thé «Song chuéng di son» nang vac rugu ném tra vé
phia Khuu-Xu-Cga.

Chi mét ci chi nhe clia A-Sanh ma c6 dudc sic manh than diéu nhu
vay la nhd 5 mon «ngoai gia cao thl» dugc rén luyén rat cong phu, it ngudi
sanh Kip.

Khuu-XG-Ca vui vé d6 vac dong, cui xuéng uéng ngum rugu niia roi
tung tay ném vé phia Kha-Tran-Ac noéi:

—Tién day xin dang Kha dai ca !

Nhan-Liét ngdng ddu lén tr6 mat nhin, thdm bao: “Ngudi nay da mu lai
qué lam sao d& ndi chi&c vac rugu nang dudng ay ?”

Nhung trai lai véi y nghi cia Nhan-Liét, Kha-Tran-Ac |a tay ban lanh cao
cudng, diing hang dau trong bon Giang-Nam That quai, chang nhiing gidi
vé quyén ki€m ma con biét st dung mon ném am khi cuc ky Igi hai. Ba
ném thi khéng thé sai chay mot ly. Chiéc vac rugu Khuu-Xi-Co viia ném
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t6i, Kha-Tran-Ac da nghe thay rdi, nhung mat 6ng ta van binh than nhu
thudng, ngdi chém ché trén ghé& nhu khong hay biét gi ca.

Nhan-Liét cdm thay nao nao cho tanh mang ngudi mu.

Bdng Kha-Tran-Ac diing phat day, dung cay nang thoc ding vao gitia
dit chiéc vac. Chi€c vac dong dang bay, bat do bi chan lai, quay tron trén
dau nang y nhu mot cai mam dat trén dau mot chiéc gay.

Tai hon niia, Kha-Tran-Ac lai xich chi€c nang qua mét chdt cho chiéc
vac nghiéng vé bén trong, rugu ti trong vac chay tran ra miéng chay
xudng mot voi. Kha-Tran-Ac hiing 1dy uéng ling uc. Udng xong, Kha-Tran-
Ac hic nhe chi€c nang lén, ttc thi chiéc vac dc“Sng bay lén cao, lao minh tré
vé phia Khuu-XU-Co.

Khuu-XU-Cao hét stic kham phuc, cudi I6n noi:

—Tuyét xdo ! Kha dai ca chéc tU luc nhé da tap cai trd choi dua nghich
nay.

Kha-Tran-Ac cling cusi I6n noi:

—Tiéu dé ltc nhd nha nghéo phai di xin com nén van quen dua vdi trd
choi nay.

Khuu-Xu-Ca noi:

—Ngudi anh hung dau k& dén chuyén xuat than nghéo khé.

Poan 6ng ta cli xuéng udng modt ngum rugu nia, roi noi I1én:

—Pay, ta xin dang cho Nam-son-tiéu-tli 1an rugu nay.

Nam-Hi-Nhan v8n tanh it néi, hdn gian buén vui khédng dé 16 ra mat. Dgi
khi vac dong bay td6i, Hi-Nhan gic cao don ganh Ién ma da.

Nguyén cai don ganh méng manh nay né da dugc rén dic bang ba thu:
cat vang, vang den va déng dd. Vi vay suc chic clia n6 khdng thé ta.

Hi-Nhan danh mot tiéng «keng», chiéc vac dong ha xuéng. Chang chd
chiéc vac dong ha xuéng cach mat san do nam sau gang mdi quy chan
phai dat ngang don ganh 1&én dui bén trai d& lay dit vac, roi dua tay voc
rugu ma udéng. Uéng xong chang xeo manh chiéc don ganh Ién, tic thi
chiéc vac bay tra vé phia chl nhan.
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Né&o-thi-hiép-an Toan-Kim-Phat v8n ngudi nhd bé, thay thé cudi I6n noi:

—TU ca xin d& mén dé lai cho tiéu dé, ta cu tuy tién nhan Idy, giao di trd
lai lam gi cho phién phtic ké mdi.

DUt I6i chang nhay vot theo chiéu vac rugu, tho tay vao béc rugu udng
mdt ngum, trong ltic vac déng chua trd vé dén chdé Khuu-Xu-Cd. Udng
xong, Toan-Kim-Phat thuan da phi than bam Ién tuGng nha cugi the thé.

Diéu-th-thu-sinh Chu-Théng dic y vd quat l1én dui cudi khanh khach
khen:

—Gidi 1am ! Than tinh I&m.

Khuu-XUi-Ca tho tay ra d& chiéc vac, noi:

—Bay gid dén lugt tdi mdi Chu nhi ca day.

Chu-Théng nghe néi giat ndy ngudi I&n, kéu I6n:

—Ay chét | Ta khoéng 1anh ndi dau. Stc y8u khong tréi ndi mot con ga,
ma bung thi chdng tai nao chia ndi mot dau rugu. Ta chang so chét,
nhung chi sg say ma chét di !

Nhung Chu-Théng chua noi hét cau thi vac rugu da bay téi nham dinh
dau minh roi xuéng cuc ky nguy hiém. Chu-Théng cang to tiéng la I6n:

—Chét, chét ! Bep ta r6i ! Ciu mang, cliu mang.

Nhung moi ngudi da thady Chu-Thong nhing quat vao vac rugu dua lén
mom mut. Doan chang quay can quat danh chiéc vac dong mot cai. Chiéc
vac déng ndi lén mot tiéng «keng» rdi bay qua phia ciia sé.

Ciing luc ay, Chu-Thoéng dung chan dap mot manh van ndi san lau gay
lam doéi, d& hdng mét 16. Chu-Thong vdi vang tut ngay vao 16 do, miéng
con dua cgt kéu cliu om som. Réi lai thdy Chu-Thong 16p ngop & trong 16
dd chui 1én cudi sac sua.

Viét nii ki€m Han-Ti€u-Oanh dgi cho vac déng bay dén clia s& nhén
chan mét cai, theo thé «Phi yén Iugc ba» bay dén don dau, cli xuéng hép
mdt ngum rugu. T&m than nang thon thon lanh le, da dién xudt mot thé vo
my diéu va linh ddong v6 cung.
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Nhung Han-Tiéu-Oanh v&n di chi gidi vé kiém thuat, khéng s& trudng vé
vl luc, nén dung y nang mudn don 1ay vac déng ném lai ch( nhan dé bao
ton thé dién, ma vac ddng nang qua khdng thé don ndi, nang chi cui xudng
udng rugu ma thdi. Vi vay, vac ddng khdng cé stic can, bay lot qua clia s8
roi xuébng mat dudng.

That nguy thay ! Gilia dudng phé déng ngudi, néu chiéc vac khéng 16
nay ma roi xudng thi con gi sanh mang dan ching.

Khuu-XU-Cao sg hai toan phi than bay theo kéo né lai dé tranh tai va cho
dan, vi 6ng ta cho rang chinh minh 1a k& da th( xudng gay nén hoa nay.
Nhung luc nhan rd nguy ca, Tiéu-Moc dai su da hét IGn:

—Nguy roi.

Vlia ndi, dai su vlia nhay ra trudc. Tiéu-Moc dai su ltc nao ciing 18y tu
bi lam g&c, nén voi vang nhay theo dinh 1ay xuong thit minh che chd cho
sinh linh, du phai chiu mot tai nan thdm khoc.

Nhung lic dai su hét 18n mét ti€ng va lao minh ra clia s8 thi da thay
béng clia chang ky ma lun dang vun vat lao minh theo chiéc vac.

Moi cudi & trén lau cao voi ua ra clia s8 nhin xuéng. Ho thdy mot khai
thit khdng 16 dang cung chiéc vac Iling Id gilia khéng trung. Pang I& vac
ddng rét thang xudng thi lai bi khoi thit kia can lai, quyén theo méot hudng
khac va da nham chd khong ngudi ta ta bay xuéng.

Con huynh ma thay chl minh dang d& chiéc vac, né hi Ién moét tiéng,
chay dén dua lung hiing d3. Khéi thit va chi€c vac dong cung roi xudng
dung vao lung con ngua.

Lic d6, Han-Blu-Cau da lubn xudng bung ngua, hai tay d& 18y vac rugu
cho khdi dé, hai chan x4 vao ban dap, ngdi thang trén yén.

Thay nang, ngua cang thich chi, hi Ién mot tiéng thodi mai, tang thém
stic khoe, nhay phoc 1én thang lau.

Han-Blu-Cau chic dau vao vac rugu udéng may ngum, doan gid tay trai
lén xach vac rugu nhay xudng yén ném ludon vao mat san & lau thugng.
Bay gid Khuu-XU-Co da chuc san dua tay don bat.

Lam Sén Khach 94 Bich Thuat: HAN GIANG NHAN



Auh Hing Xa Bidn guyén Tac: KIM DUNG

Con huynh ma thay chd xuéng yén, lién phdng xuéng thang lau tr& vé
chd cli. Han-Bliu-Cau ti dudi thang lau di Ién, ndm tay Chu-Théng cudi ha
ha nhu khong cé viéc gi quan hé xay ra ca.

Hoang-Nhan-Liét chinh mat trong thdy nhiing sy viéc xay ra nhu vay so
hai v cung, mat tai ngat.

Lic ay Tiéu-Mdc dai su cling da & dudi trG 1én lau. Khuu-Xd-Ca néi:

—Giang-Nam That hiép, danh bat hu truyén, ngudi nao ciing vdo nghé
trum ddi, that ban dao vé cung cdm phuc. Vay né mat anh hung, ban dao
xin x6a bé mai ti hiém véi hoa thugng, chi xin hoa thugng lam on tra hai
ngudi gda phu dang thuong ay lai cho toi.

Kha-Tr&n-Ac d& I3i, néi:

—Thua Trudng-Xuan dao trudng, sg rang dao trudng nhan sai. Thuc ra
Tiéu-Moc dai su da khé coéng tu luyén, hét stic chay tinh tradi may mudi nam
trudng, nuc tiéng la moét vi cao tang, ai ndy déu mot long ngudng md. Hon
niia, chua Phap-Hoa lai la nai tru tri clla ngudi, cling la canh cuc ky danh
ti€ng trong nudc, 1& dau ngudi lai dua con gai dan ba chiia vao do dé lam
chuyén nha nhép nhu quy dao truédng l1am tudng.

Khuu-Xu-Co dap:

—Ca mot gam trdi rong I16n, lam sao lot [udi nhiing ké doi ddi, mugn
ti€ng tu hanh dé muu Igi riéng.

Han-Blu-Cau ndi gian noi:

—Nhu thé qua nhién dao truéng khong cé chat tin tudng nao doéi vdi
nhan xét clia chung toi sao ?

Khuu-Xu-Co dap:

—Khéng thé tin ai bdng chinh mat trong thay.

Han-Blu-Cau noi:

—Thé thi dao trudng con muén gi ? Xin cho biét rd ton .

Khuu-XG-Ca nghiém sac mat néi:

—Viéc nay khong lién hé dén bay vi. Nhung s& di bay vi can thiép vao la
co y cho vd nghé minh hon ngudi, dung sé dong trdn ap ké co thé. Ban
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dao dau bat tai cling mong dudc cung bay vi so tai, néu khdng dung ndi
ban dao sé& dé quy vi day bao.

Kha-Tran-Ac noi:

—NE&u qué dao trudng da quyét tdm nhu vay ching toi khéng dam trai
y. Vay xin cung nhau xudng dudng cho tién viéc dung vo.

Khuu-XG-Co tram ngadm mot chat roi noi:

—Du sao ban dao ddi véi quy vi cling ching c6 thi oan chi. Trdom nghe
uy danh clia Giang-Nam That hiép, ban dao da dé tam thién cam. Nay d&u
quyén dau vo tat phai cham dén hoa khi vé sau, quy vi cé nhan thay diéu
do chang ?

R&i chang dgi Kha-Tran-Ac dap 18i, Khuu-XG-Co 16n tiéng goi:

—TU0u bdo, hay dem dén cho ta mudi bén cai chén 16n.

TU nay gid trudc bau khong khi xich mich, bon tlu bao sg hai, kéo nhau
xuéng dudi nha dé lanh tai nan bat ngd, ching nghe Khuu-Xu-Co goi,
chang voi vang dem lén mudi bon cai chén I16n dat trudc mat moi ngudi.

Khuu-XG-Ca hudng vé phia Giang-Nam That hiép trinh trong noi:

—Ban dao tinh nguyén xin ddu rugu véi chu vi hon la ddu vo. Chu vi co
bay ngudi, moi ngudi moi lugt udng modt chén, con ban dao mbi lugt uéng
ca bay chén. U6ng dén luc nao chiu thua khong uéng dugc nita mdi thoi.
Thé nao, chu vi c6 vui long chang ?

Han-Blu-Cau va Truong-A-Sanh vén 1a bdm nhau, nghe ndi thich 1am,
vOi cat I5i tan déng:

—Thé thi t6t 1Am ! C6 gi ma e ngai.

Kha-Tran-Ac néi:

—Bon t6i bay ngudi dich mdt, néu cé thang cudc ciing chang lay gi lam
vinh du, Pao trudng c6 thé tinh cach nao khac chang ?

Khuu-Xu-Co ngang nhién dap:
—Chua chéc déng ngudi da thdng mét, Xin Kha dai ca chd ngai.

Nhan-Liét ngbi bén kia thay thé, lay lam la nghi tham: “Ta chi thay thién
ha ddu vd chd chua hé thdy ai ddu rugu dé phan dinh tai nang vi luc bao

Lam Son Khach 96 Rich Thuat: HAN GIANG NHAN



Auh Hing Xa Bidn guyén Tac: KIM DUNG

gid. Vi dao trudng nay dau tiiu lugng dén dau ciing chi chiia day bung ma
thoi, lam sao phong I16n bang bay cai bung clia bon nay dugc. Dau rugu tat
dao truéng phai thua cudc.”

Viét-nii-kiém Han-Tiéu-Oanh tuy phan gai, song tinh tinh rat khang khai,
khi phach nhu ké nam td tu mi. B&i vay, khi thady Khuu-X’-Ca tu phu vé tiu
ligng nang cat giong ngao nghé noi:

—Pudgc 1Am ! Chung ta cu linh y dao trudng d&u rugu trudc rdi sé tinh.
Coi bd dao trudng thé kia lam sao du stc choi véi bay ngudi clia chiing toi.
Tiéu nii tuy 1a em at cling xin phép dan anh uéng truéc dé khai mac.

DUt I6i, nang ti€én dén vo lay chung rugu dua I1én miéng udng mot hoi
can chén rdi trG vé cho ci.

Khuu-X(-Co thay thé khen:

—Han ¢b nudng la mét ni luu, da xung phong udng trude, vay dén lugt
chung ta. Xin mai quy vi.

Sau ngudi trong bon That quai mim cudi, nang chén mot lugt. Khuu-Xu-
Co gili dung luat 1&, nhay mat da uéng can mot lic bay bat 16n.

Tam ngudi uéng dén lan thd ba thi Han-Tiéu-Oanh mat may choang
vang. Vi xua nay nang chua bao gid udng nhiéu nhu thé. Biét tliu lugng
nang chang bao nhiéu, vi gili thé dién nén nang phai uéng, Truong-A-Sanh
lién sang |4y nlia chung clia nang dé vao ctia minh va néi:

—That mudi ! Ta udng dé cho mot it.

Han-Ti€u-Oanh dua mat nhin Khuu-Xi-Co hoi:

—Liéu c6 dugc chang ? Pao trudng ?

Khuu-Xu-Co dap:

—Khéng sao ! Ai udng ciing dugc, mién |1a bay chén rugu kia phai can di
mgai dugc.

DUt I16i, Khuu-XG-Ca lai udng lién mot Idc bay chung niia, rdéi muc ra
mudi bon chung khac. Bén day thi Toan-Kim-Phat da thd réng 1én, khéng
chiu néi nira, tU t lui xuéng 1au dudi.
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Moi ngudi rat ngac nhién trudc tliu lugng ctia Khuu-Xi-Co. Lién mét luc,
6ng ta uéng hai muci tdm chung rugu Ién, thi rugu rat ngon, ma nét mat
van tinh tdo khéng déi sac.

Lic do, Toan-Kim-Phat da trg lai. Von di, Toan-Kim-Phat la ngudi khde
manh cudng trang, nén dinh ninh rang bung minh phai chiia dugc nhiéu
rugu hon cac ban khac, chadng ngd chinh chang 1a k& kém chiu dung nht.

La lung hon nita, khi thay Khuu-X@-Co mot minh chi cé cai bung thudng
thudng ma cé thé chdia dung hon hai muci tdm bat rugu van ching nao
nang gi.

Qua thac méc, Kim-Phat chd y do tim va chang da kham pha ra dugc
céai bi mat cha Khuu-Xu-Co. That vay, Kim-Phat giat ndy minh khi thdy trén
san lau c6 mét viing nudc chay ti noi chd Khuu-Xui-Co diing. Chang ghé
vao tai Chu-Thong néi nho:

—Nhi ca xem kia ! Hay luu y dudi chan vi dao truéng.

Chu-Thoéng nhin xuéng, khé nai:

—Chang xong ! Chang xong ! H&n da van noi cong cho rugu xuéng dudi
chan chay ra san.

Kim-Phat noi:

—PBung r6i ! NEu han da c6é mét stic ndi cdng Igi hai nhu thé thi ching ta
lam céch nao doéi pho ?

Chu-Théng khéng dap, nghi thadm: “N&u hin da cdé mot tai stic thugng
thang nhu vay, dau cé udng hang trdm vac rugu ciing chang nao ning.”

Sau khi udng hét mét tuan rugu nira thi dudi chan Khuu-XG-Co rugu da
chay ra lai lang dudi san. Nam-Hi-Nhan va ci Han-Blu-Cau trong thay
cling déu kinh ngac, cho rang Khuu-Xu-Ca da c6 mot vii cdng tuyét dinh.

Moi ngudi chua biét phai lam sao thi dang sau Chu-Thong luét t6i, triing
mé&t nhat 18y chung rugu, budc dén bén vac dong muc mot chung rugu
day, nhin Khuu-Xi-Co néi:

—Khuu dao trudng ! Noi cong clha dao trudng dén muc xuat than nhap
hoda, ching t6i qua that hét stic nhan nhuc. Nhung xét ky thi thdy trong bon
nam ngudi ma choi véi mdt e chang dudc cong bang.
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Khuu-X3-Co nhin thang vao mat Chu-Thong hai lai:

—Chu nhj ca dinh y thé nao, ban dao chua rd.

Chu-Théng cudi I6n noi:

—Nghia la mét ngudi trong bon toi thay mat cho toan thé anh em uéng
thi véi dao trudng cho dugc danh chanh ngdn thuan han.

LGi ndi thach dé clia Chu-Thong lam cho ca bon Thét quai kinh ngac.
Nhung moi ngudi ai cling hiéu Chu-Thong la mot ké& lanh le, tri lugc ¢
thta. Tuy anh chang c6 tanh hai hudc song da néi ra miéng la c6 thé lam
dugc. B&i vay, ca bon khong ai 1én tiéng.

Khuu-X(-Co thdy Chu-Théng néi thé, thich chi cudi ha ha, dap:

—Giang-Nam That quai qua that hung trang 1am thay ! Vay Chu nhi ca
dam udng thi véi ban dao dén can vac rugu nay chang ?

Vac rugu tuy da lung di nhiéu, nhung vi dung lugng qué to, s6 con lai
dau cé hai vi hd phap & chua dén udng ciing chua can, diing noi chi dén
bung cla hai ngudi thudng. Tuy thé Chu-Théng van chang ldy gi 1am béi
rdi, hén hé dap:

—T6i day tuy tliu lugng ching bao nhiéu, nhung viia rdi cé di du lich &
phuong Nam, da an dit tén dau b&p vé mon dau rugu doé.

Vlia néi, Chu-Thong viia vén cao tay a0, danh phach chi€éc quat mot cai,
cam chén tho vao vac muc rugu udng.

Khuu-XU-Ca so tay véi Chu-Thong. CU ngudi nay mot chung ké no mot
chung, khéng ai tré nai. Khuu-XG-Ca vira udng viia hdi Chu-Théng:

—bPAau bép nao ma Chu nhj ca viia noi do ?

Chu-Thong vui vé dap:

—T6i day ! Da mot phen t6i sang nuéc An-Do. Nudc 8y dat d&n mot con
trAu nudc, bat né udng rugu thi véi tdi. K&t cudc toi thang.

Khuu-XUi-Co biét ngay I8i noi dién dién khung khung cia Chu-Thong co
y ba hoa d& cham biém minh nén «hti» |&n mdt tiéng.

Chu-Théng van tuci tinh, vén tay 40 muc rugu dé vao miéng. Tuy nhién
minh m&y tuyét nhién khéng dinh mét chat rugu nao.
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Khuu-X@-Co nght tham: “Hién nhién khdng phai la hadn dung ndi céng
nhu minh. Nhung tai sai bung han da phinh ra rat I6n ma han van con tinh
tdo ngdi udng dudc. Thuc hét stc la lung.”

Chu-Théng lai & nhé cat giong noi:

—Nam trudc t6i han hanh dén vuong qudc Xiém-La ! Ha ha ! Toi phai
mdt phen rdn gay vi vua nudc Xiém-La dat d&n mot con voi trdng, bat toi
phai udng rugu thi véi nd. Khdng ngd con voi do tliu lugng quéa cao, mot lic
né hat dén bay vac rugu. Thé thi dao trudng thii doan xem t6i phai udng
bao nhiéu vac mdi thdng néi n6 ?

Khuu-XU(-Co biét Chu-Thong pha trd ndi gidn, nhung thay diéu bd cla
chang c6 vé say sua choang vang lam cho X(-Ca vui vé héi:

—Chu nhij ca uéng may vac ?

Chu-Thdéng giat minh, nghiém nét mat, dap:

—Chin vac.

Dut IGi Chu-Thoéng lai ho reo:

—CU uéng nira, udng cho thba thich.

Miéng ndi tay mua, chan thi nhay nhoét lién mién. Cé luc thi chang gia
say néi khé kha khong dau vao dau ca.

Chi mot Iuc Chu-Théng va Khuu-XG-Ca da uéng can vac rugu.

Khuu-Xi-Cg té vé kham phuc noi:

—Chu nhj ca that Ia moét di nhan. Ban dao xin bai phuc.

Chu-Théng déc y cudi I16n dap:

—bao trudng udng rugu tuy gidi nhung da phai dung dén ndi cong. Bao
trudng hay xem day nay.

Chu-Théng cudi nhu nac né va lam rét xuéng san lau mét céi boc I16n
dung day rugu. Nguyén cai boc nay l1a mot thi |am bang da trau, giéng nhu
bao tl, nhung rat I6n. Trudc lic dinh th thach véi Khuu-XG-Cad, chang da
lén danh cép nai tiu di€m va gidu vao trong bung.
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Ca bon quai khach déu phai kinh ngac, xach cai boc Ién thi thady boc
day rugu. Ai ndy déu pha I1&n cudi rd, duy c6 Khuu-Xu-Ca van tradm tinh
nhu thudng.

Chu-Théng la mét ngudi rat tinh anh, chang c6 thé bat chudc dugc tiéng
ga gay, ché sta gidng hét, con vé mdn trdm cép, tréo tudng khoét vach thi
lai khéng ai bi. Vi thé chang da nhan danh hiéu la «Diéu-thl-thu-sinh» that
qua dung vdai tai lanh tay le mat clia chang.

Dé&m nhu cai thuat gi&u nudc vao bung la mot do thuéat bi truyén tu thai
8y cho dén nay, nhiing 4o thuat gia thudng thudng van sang biéu dién tai
cac nuéc Au-Chau, Nam-Duong quan dao. Mét ngudi tay khdng nhay vut
lén dai, chi dung mot bdn thy tinh khoé rdo cé sin hang chuc con céa vang
bén trong nam giay danh dach, thé€ ma nhay mat mot cai, bon thay tinh doé
ca c6 di nuéc dé cho céa boi 16i. Va co6 khi tu nhién nudc chay khap khan
dai khién cho khan gia khong biét dau ma cat nghia. 6 chang qua ciing
chi la mét trd lanh tay nhay mat dé che méat thién ha.

Chu-Thong ldc thi udng rugu véi Khuu-Xi-Co da mua tay muaa chan,
miéng moém lién thoang, tay quat phanh phach khéng ngoai muc dich l1a
lam cho Khuu-X(i-Co hoa méat dé dién trd 4o thuat. Khuu-Xu-Co ciing
chang ngd dén viéc Chu-Thong ding ma thuat Itia minh, nén khoéng luu y
dén. Chu-Théng da dé ca vac rugu vao cai boc da gidu dudi bung cho dén
khi ndng qua khédng mang ndi nifa va ciing 1a ltc cho Khuu-XUi-Co rd biét
tai nang nén chang da dé cho boc rugu rai xudng.

Khuu-XU-Ca quéc mét quat Chu-Théng:

—Mi da dung ma thuat dé uéng rugu nhu th& dau phai dadm lugc anh
hung.

Chu-Thdéng ngoé&o cé cudi hé hé dap:

—Chd c6 bao ta dung ma thuat uéng rugu. Chinh ta da uéng rugu vao
cai boc, ngudi dé rugu xudng dat cling thé thoi.

Chu-Thoéng viia noéi viia 16 nhd nhay t6i bén Khuu-Xi-Co, bdng chang
trugt chan ngi viing rugu nga b6 vao ngudi Khuu-Xu-Co mot cai.

Khuu-XU-Co dua tay dé Chu-Thong roi budng ra.

Lam Sén Khach 101 Bich Thuat: HAN GIANG NHAN



Auh Hing Xa Bidn guyén Tac: KIM DUNG

Chu-Théng nhay lui lai dang sau mot budc, nhén chan, mda ngudi lam
trd, rdi kéu I6n 1én:

—A ha ! Tho ! Tho day nay.

Ro6i chang cat giong ngam I6n:

TO coi trung thu nguyet toi minh
L66ng-phong khuat hau, da di thanh
Nhat thien khi td6ng tram ngam han

Td hai ngo long, dieu thuy tinh.

Ngam xong lai khen vui:

—Hay qua ! Tuyét my ! Tuyét xao ! Tréng thu thi chdng cl hon xua ma
lic ndo cling van sang ! Pa co trang trong tat phai co gi6 mat | Mot troi
diém 4o bao trum séng ngan. Hay 1am | Ca & bén b& nhdn nha trong nudc
nhu mudn nudt Iay mat trang that la tuyét xao vay !

Khuu-XG-Co giat ndy minh nghi tham: “Bai thd nay cla ta lam dé vinh
«Trang thu». Ta viia x€p thanh am luat, van giat kin trong minh, dinh cé thi
gid thi lam ti€p bon cau niia. Ta cling chua ting doc cho ai nghe bao gid,
thé ma tén nay sao lai biét ma doc ong éng Ién nhu vay ?” Xui-Cao tho tay
vao boc xem thi la thay, manh gidy hoa tién clia minh dé thd da bién di dau
mat.

Lai thdy Chu-Théng vlia cudi vita dua manh gidy hoa tién dé ra trudc
mat, noi:

—Ta tudng rang dao trudng chi c6 vd cdng trum thién ha ma thdi, ai ngd
van but cling lai xuat quan. Tho «vinh Trung thu» nhu thé nay thi con ai
dam ché trach niia. Bé lay lam kham phuc vé cung.

Bay gid Khuu-XU(-Co mdi biét Chu-Thong via roi gia trugt chan bam vao
ngudi chi c&t dé trd tai «Diéu thd thu sinh», tho tay vao boc danh cap manh
gidy hoa tién dé. Xu-Cao noi:

—Gidi 1am ! Tai tinh 1&m ! Pang mat la «Diéu-thG-thu-sinh» vay. Ban
dao xin phép lanh lai bai tha.

Noi xong, dao trudng gid tay I&n, nham ngay mat Chu-Thong danh phat
t&i nhanh nhu gio.

Lam Sén Khach 102 Bich Thuat: HAN GIANG NHAN



Auh Hing Xa Bidn guyén Tac: KIM DUNG

Chu-Thong biét rd ban tay Igi hai cia Khuu-Xi-Co vdi né sang mot bén,
la I6n:

—bPao trudng ! C6 phai dao trudng dinh dung vi luc so tai cao thap
chang ?

Khuu-Xi-Co khéng ngan ngai dap:

—bung vay !

Vlia noi, Khuu-XG-Cao viia hat tay 4o danh ludn ba cai, thé€ manh nhu vii
bao.

Trudng-A-Sanh nhin thdy Chu-Théng khéng dd ndi, c6 modi nguy cép,
lién nhay vao vung mot quyén nhdm thang vao bung Khuu-Xu-Ca.

Khuu-XUG-Co lanh le, rat tay vé dé.

Tuy la chi d& gi6 ma canh tay A-Sanh run Ién nhu té bubt. A-Sanh
hodng sg tham nght: “Tu thud bé dén gid co 1& ta mdi gap dugc ké cao thi
vao bac nhat vay.” Toan-Kim-Phat sg hai hét I16n:

—bBao trudng ! Dao trudng x véi ching toi nhu thé, xin chd trach chiing
t6i vo 18.

Dut 18i, chang ra hiéu cho Nam-Hi-Nhan va Han-Tiéu-Oanh ca ba nhét
té xong lIén.

Khuu-XU-Ca van tram tinh, nhin ba quai nhan, noi:

—Bon mi ca thay tdm tén, sao khong xéng vao mot luc cho tién ?

Kha-Tran-Ac néi:

—bBao trudng chd nén tréu vao nhau.

Khuu-Xu-Cao vut ban tay trai vao phia Nam-Hi-Nhan. Nam-Hi-Nhan voi
vang chap hai ban tay vao trudéc bung, rang stic ma d&. Tuy d& dudc,
nhung & &m c& minh. Khuu-X(-Cad thdy vay khen:

—Nam ti gia qua nhién da rén luyén dugc muc ndi cong dang khen do.

B&ng Khuu-Xu-Co diing tay dé y, nghe ngdng, rbi déi sdc mat, hét I16n:
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—Du la mo6t ké dé tién dén dau cling phai gili I6i hia cia minh hudng
hé chlng bay la nhiing tay hiép khach. Ta dau trong mudn binh ngan tuéng
van xem nhu c0 rac.

Truong-A-Sanh hoi:

—Sao ? Mi ndi sao ? Chung ta chi c6 bay anh em théi va nhu thé ciling
da dd stic dau choi véi mi can gi phai cau vién ai ?

Kha-Tran-Ac ngdi dé, tuy déi mat mu lda, song tai rat thinh. Ong ta da
nghe ti phia ngoai co tiéng budc chan ngudi dang ron rip chay vé phia tiu
diém. Khéng nhiing chi c6 ti€ng chan, ma con cé cé tiéng gido mac niia.
Kha-Tran-Ac vdi diing phat day, quat mot ti€ng nhu ra 1&nh:

—Anh em chuan bij rat lui. Stia soan vii khi téic khac.

Truong-A-Sanh va cac ngudi thdy Kha-Tran-Ac ra lénh bén thdi dau
chay vé chd ngbi ban nay, nhat Idy binh khi 1am 1am cam tay, rat déi kinh
ngac.

Chi loang mat, ngudi ta da thdy cé t6i hang méay chuc ngudi chay bé
dén thang lau va chen nhau leo 1én.

Khuu-XG-Co that qua khdng 1am. Tai dng ta cé thé nghe xa hang may
d&am. Con Kha-Tran-Ac tuy mu nhung tai ciing thinh khéng thua gi Khuu-
XU-Cad, dang mat hai tay tha Ianh clia hai nhém ngudi kinh khiing vay.
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